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Copano Enterprises LLC (dba CE Ranch, LLC in Texas) (CE) and the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) entered into a 9019 Settlement Agreement on May 21, 2018 that 
outlines various environmental and other requirements.  Specifically, Paragraph 4.12 of the 
Agreement required that CE prepare an Affected Property Assessment Report (APAR) for the 
Copano Site.  Groundwater resource classification is a necessary component of the APAR for 
Sites managed under the Texas Risk Reduction Program (TRRP).  Per RG-366/TRRP-8 and as 
was conducted during this project, the TCEQ encourages submittal of groundwater information 
used to support a Class 3 classification prior to full completion and submittal of the APAR.  
 

The Class 3 Groundwater Demonstration Report was submitted to TCEQ on April 24, 2020 and 
was approved on May 14, 2020.  The major findings were as follows:  
  

 No water wells were identified within a 0.5 mile radius of the Copano beds that supply 
groundwater for human consumption, agricultural purposes, or any purpose that could 
result in exposure to human or ecological receptors. 

 Five consecutive groundwater sampling events from all 34 monitoring wells occurred at the 
Site from September 2018 to February 2020.  Concentrations of total dissolved solids 
(TDS) in samples collected from Zones A and B monitoring wells averaged 34,204 and 
40,218 mg/L, respectively.  These data exceed 10,000 mg/L and meet the naturally 
occurring criteria for a Class 3 groundwater resource.  A summary of the TDS data is 
provided in Table 4-1 of the report.  

 
RG-366/TRRP-8 states that a Class 3 groundwater resource designation is applied for 
groundwater-bearing units where: i) the natural TDS concentration exceeds 10,000 mg/L, and 
where: (ii) there is no human or ecological exposure to groundwater from that GWBU within a 0.5-
mile radius of the subject facility. TCEQ agreed that the conclusions of the groundwater resource 
classification evaluation for the uppermost GWBUs at the Site (Zones A and B) met the criteria 
for a Class 3 groundwater resource, as defined by TRRP Rule §350.52(3) and consistent with 
RG-366/TRRP-8.   


