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June 23, 2020 

EMAIL RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. Mark Stiffler 
President  
Copano Enterprises, LLC 
201 Isabella Street 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15212-5872 

Via Email 

Re: Notice of Compliance with Notice of Enforcement (NOE) dated March 27, 2020: 
CE Ranch, 1 County Road 93, Gregory (San Patricio County), Texas 
Regulated Entity No.: 104914312, Investigation No.: 1652671 

Dear Mr. Stiffler: 

This letter is to inform you that the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 
Corpus Christi Regional Office has withdrawn the alleged violation TCEQ Violation Track No. 
741885 documented during the investigation of the above-referenced regulated entity 
conducted from January 8, 2020 to January 10, 2020 (TCEQ Investigation No. 1622719). TCEQ 
records indicate that compliance with the above-referenced NOV has been achieved. However, 
please see the additional issue noted in the enclosed summary. 

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality appreciates your assistance in this matter and 
your compliance efforts to ensure protection of the State's environment.  If you or members of 
your staff have any questions, please feel free to contact Ms. Crystal Chaloupka at the Corpus 
Christi Regional Office at 361-825-3100. 

Sincerely, 

Guadalupe Lopez 
Air Section Work Leader
Corpus Christi Region Office 

GL/CAC/mjc 

Enclosure: Summary of Investigation Findings 

cc: Mr. Ron Morosky, Operations Manager, Copano Enterprises, LLC, via Email 



CE RANCH

GREGORY, SAN PATRICIO COUNTY, TX 78359

Investigation Date: 06/03/20201 COUNTY ROAD 93

Investigation # 
1652671

Additional ID(s): 30097
TXD008129983

Summary of Investigation Findings

WITHDRAWN VIOLATION(S) 

Track No: 741885 Compliance Due Date: To Be Determined

30 TAC Chapter 335.4(1)
30 TAC Chapter 335.4(2)
30 TAC Chapter 335.4(3)
5C THSC Chapter 382.085(b)

Alleged Violation:

Comment Date: 02/11/2020Investigation:  1622719

Failure to prevent the disposal of industrial solid waste in such a manner as to cause: (1) the 
discharge or imminent threat of discharge of industrial solid waste into or adjacent to the 
water in the state without obtaining specific authorization for such a discharge from the 
TCEQ; (2) the creation and maintenance of a nuisance; and (3) the endangerment of the 
public health and welfare. Specifically, industrial solid waste (red mud) disposed at the 
Copano Enterprises, LLC's CE Ranch was allowed to migrate out of the solid waste 
management units. During an investigation conducted on January 10, 2020, investigators 
observed red dust leaving the containment area of Tailing Pond 1 and traveling west of CE 
Ranch’s property.

Comment Date: 06/03/2020Investigation:  1652671

It was determined through record review that CE Ranch was initially referred to enforcement 
due to a Complaint (CMPL) investigation (Investigation No. 1622719).  On April 14, 2020, the 
Enforcement Division referred the violation back to the region as there was an existing Notice 
of Violation (NOV) dated December 12, 2019 which has not been resolved at the time of the 
investigation. Therefore, VTN 741885 was subsequently withdrawn and made into an 
additional issue.

Recommended Corrective Action:  Submit documentation to the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality Corpus Christi Region Office indicating the methods by which similar 
events will be prevented in the future.  Furthermore, comply with any requirement(s) that the 
TCEQ Enforcement Division specifies

Withdrawal Comments:  VTN 741885 is for failure to prevent the disposal of industrial solid 
waste in such a manner to cause the creation and maintenance of a nuisance and was 
determined to be a repeat Category B violation.  The prior NOV dated December 12, 2019 was for 
a nuisance condition from the foam blowing off-site; however, the NOV dated December 12, 2019 
was not resolved at the time of the investigation because Copano Enterprises LLC still had to 
achieve compliance with the NOV.  Since the NOV dated December 12, 2019 was not resolved at 
the time of the investigation and VTN 741885 was for nuisance red dust conditions, the alleged 
nuisance red dust condition is not a repeat Category B violation.  Therefore, the Enforcement 
Divsion has recommedned that VTN 741885 be associated to a NOV.

ADDITIONAL ISSUES

Additional CommentsDescription
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CE RANCH Investigation # 1652671
Item 2 CE Ranch has the potential to cause nuisance dust 

(red mud dust) conditions asindustrial solid waste 
(red mud) disposed at the Copano Enterprises, 
LLC's CE Ranch was allowed to migrate out of the 
solid waste management units. During an 
investigation conducted on January 10, 2020, 
investigators observed red dust leaving the
containment area of Tailing Pond 1 and traveling 
west of CE Ranch’s property.
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