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 May 27, 2020 

 
 
Mr. Mark Stiffler  
President  
Copano Enterprises, LLC 
201 Isabella Street  
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania 15212 
 
Via email 
 
Re: Notice of Compliance with Notice of Violation (NOV) dated December 12, 2019: 
CE Ranch, 1 County Road 93, Gregory (San Patricio County), Texas 
Regulated Entity No.: 104914312, TCEQ ID No.: 30097, EPA ID No.: TXD008129938, 
Investigation No. 1633659 
  
Dear Mr. Stiffler: 
  
This letter is to inform you that the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 
Corpus Christi Regional Office has received adequate compliance documentation on February 
14 and 18, 2020 and May 6, 2020 to resolve the alleged violation documented during the 
investigation of the above-referenced regulated entity conducted on October 25, 2020.  Based 
on the information submitted, no further action is required concerning this investigation. 
 
The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality appreciates your assistance in this matter and 
your compliance efforts to ensure protection of the State's environment.  If you or members of 
your staff have any questions, please feel free to contact Ms. Marissa Wooten at the Corpus 
Christi Regional Office at (361) 825-3100. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Timothy C. Perdue, CHMM 
Waste Section Manager  
Corpus Christi Regional Office 
 
TCP/MW/mjd 
 
Enclosure: Summary of Investigation Findings 
 
cc: Mr. Ronald Morosky, Remediation Director, Alcoa – Via email 



CE RANCH

GREGORY, SAN PATRICIO COUNTY, TX 78359

Investigation Date: 05/06/20201 COUNTY ROAD 93

Investigation # 
1633659

Additional ID(s): 30097
TXD008129983

Summary of Investigation Findings

ALLEGED VIOLATION(S) NOTED AND RESOLVED 

Track No: 733900

30 TAC Chapter 335.4(1)

Alleged Violation:

Comment Date: 12/10/2019Investigation:  1609887

Failure to comply with General Prohibitions which state a person may not cause, suffer, allow, 
or permit the collection, storage, transportation, processing, or disposal of industrial solid 
waste or municipal hazardous waste in such a manner so as to cause the discharge or 
imminent threat of discharge of industrial solid waste or municipal hazardous waste into or 
adjacent to the waters in the state without obtaining specific authorization for such a 
discharge from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. 

Specifically, during an investigation conducted on October 25, 2019, foam was observed 
blowing off-site from Tailing Beds Nos. 3 and 4 and landing on Copano Retreat Road, the 
southeast sides of Tailing Bed Nos. 3 and 4, and the northwest side of Tailing Bed No. 3.

Comment Date: 01/21/2020Investigation:  1622289

A record review was conducted to evaluate compliance documentation submitted by the 
regulated entity on January 8, 2020.

Documentation submitted on January 8, 2020, was determined to be inadequate to resolve 
the outstanding alleged violation. On January 10, 2020, an on-site compliant investigation was 
conducted in response to a complaint alleging that foam originating from Tailing Bed No. 3 
was being blown across Copano Retreat Road. The complaint allegations were confirmed 
during the on-site investigation.

Comment Date: 01/29/2020Investigation:  1624781

A record review was conducted to evaluate compliance documentation submitted by the 
regulated entity on January 24, 2020.

Comment Date: 05/07/2020Investigation:  1633659

A record review was conducted to evaluate compliance documentation submitted by the 
regulated entity on February 14 and 28, 2020 and May 6, 2020.

Resolution: On February 14 and 28, 2020, and May 6, 2020, the regulated entity submitted 
adequate compliance documentation including the facility's Corrective Action Plan -Foam 
Control and Mitigation (CAP) Report, an implementation schedule, and an update to 
implementation schedule and completion progress. Additionally, facility personnel notifies 
TCEQ-CC when foam generates within the Tailing Beds due to meteorological conditions. 

The aforementioned submittals appear to resolve the alleged outstanding violation. However, it 
should be noted that if future foam control and mitigation efforts to not continue to prevent the 
unauthorized disposal of waste, then there is potential for enforcement action.
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